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Sunday School Milestones for September
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Thank you for your generous contribution. I saw
what you did. You put your last dollar in the offering
plate. I know things are tight for you right now, so
thank you. You spent an hour or two washing dishes
after that last funeral. You baked bars, sewed quilts
and crocheted until your hands were sore. You dug up
weeds, washed windows, and helped fix that toilet in
the girl’s restroom, which always seems to need
fixing. Again. You sat down in the pew next to that
recent widow because you know from experience it’s
not easy to come to church alone. You read the lessons,
ran the projector, taped the service and ushered that
new family to their pew. You taught and out-talked an
unruly class of fifth graders just so that they could
better know the story. [ saw what you did. Thank you
for your generous contribution.

Jesus and his disciples sit outside the temple and
watch as people bring in their offerings. Yep.
Watching. Spread around the outer courtyard are 13
trumpet-shaped receptacles for contributions brought
by worshippers. There was no “passing the plate” in
the days of Jesus. The offering plates were outside the
sanctuary, not in. Still, everyone could see what
everyone else gave. Mark tells the story best.

Mark 12:41-44 (ESV) %! And Jesus sat down
opposite the treasury and watched the people putting
money into the offering box. Many rich people put in
large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two
small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And Jesus
called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I
say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all
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those who are
contributing to
the offering box.
44For they all
contributed out
of their
abundance, but
she out of her
poverty has put
in everything she
had, all she had to live on.”

In the kingdom of heaven, more is not always more.
It’s never about “how much.” It’s always about why;
why we give. Even when we can only give “two small
copper coins, which make a penny.” Or maybe it’s just
an hour here, an hour there. A kind word. A ride to
church. Like Jesus and his disciples sitting outside the
temple, start watching. Start watching and counting
the many ways people are giving. It's truly impossible
to say all the many ways we can give.

Whether giving time, talent or treasure, the
principle behind the “widow’s mite” remains the
same. Whether we have been blessed with much
(many rich people put in large sums) or blessed with
little (two small copper coins), whether we consider
ourselves talented, or can barely sing in the shower,
whether we have hours to kill each week, or can barely
squeeze in a few minutes during the day, we can all
give. And at certain times in our life, like the widow
heading into the temple, we give of what we have
left. We give of what we have to live on. And that is
always the sweetest time to give.

So yes, we do not say it often enough. Thank you for
your contribution. I saw what you did. You sat on
endless committee meetings. You helped a newly
grieving widower pick out a spot for his wife in our
cemetery. You made a meal for the youth group, and
they ate every last bite! You banged your drum, played
your guitar and sang out for Jesus in the Praise
Team. You took pictures for the new church
directory. You signed up to give electronically or just
brought your envelope to the church and put it in the
plate. Just like the poor widow.

No, no one at church said a thing. But [ saw what you
did. “And Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the offering
plate...”

In Christ’s Loving Service,

Pastor Sleve



e The next meeting is October 2 at 1:30
p-m. Priscilla Circle has the program
and Hannah Circle has the lunch.

e Sunday morning coffee served by
Miriam Circle.

President Bean welcomed everyone and
turned the program over to the Miriam Circle.
Devotions were given by Anne Bartelson from
Ephesians 2:8-9. Guest speaker Ardith Brown, a
member of Rushford Lutheran and a retired
nurse, spoke on Back to School Month. She had
invited RLCW members to bring their school
pictures which were displayed. Her daughter-in
-law persuaded her to write her autobiography
a few years ago. It took her about two years to
complete. She noted that there is a difference
between a memoir and an autobiography. Her
book is a memoir. She recalled many memories
of her growing up and later getting married and
raising a family. She writes that to live a
complete life one must plant a tree, help a child
and write a book. She has now done all three.
When asked to describe herself in three words,
she said she was frugal, loyal and plain.

President Bean opened the business meeting.
The secretary’s report was read and approved
with one correction, that being the Priscilla
Circle has Sept. lunch. The treasurer’s report
balance was $5,753.54.

Old Business: Bean passed around a sign-up
sheet for workers for the upcoming salad
luncheon. She noted that they are still waiting
for parts for the coffee pot. A reminder of the
Bake Sale planned for October 25 from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

New Business: For the Codfish Supper, each
circle is asked to bring 7 dozen cookies this year
as they ran out last year. Also, help is needed to
make meatballs for the supper that Saturday.

Announcements: Birthdays and
anniversaries were noted and prayer requests
received.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned. The Lord’s Prayer was said and
the Table Prayer was sung. Lunch was served
by the Martha Circle.
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Below are abbreviated board minutes. Complete board minutes are
available by contacting the church office.

The minutes from the August meeting were approved.

A detailed financial report for August was reviewed and approved.
Pastor Steve provided a verbal report which included the following:
Overview of the monthly activities for August:

e Funeral services: Gordie Nelson and Signe Cone.
Baptisms: Reese AnneMarie Anderson and Daxxton Legend Olson.
e Wedding: Kjersta Hinz and Landon Skalet.

e Member hospital and homebound visits.
The church directory is near completion.

Damages from the lightning strike continue to be discussed. The final
dollar amount for the damages has not yet been compiled.
The recommended changes from the scholarship committee were
reviewed and approved.

New RLC members accepted and approved: Caitlin Speece and children
(4); Glen Boynton; and Tarini Eggert.

Available committee reports were reviewed.

The next meeting will be held on October 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Balance brought forward 7/31/24...............
7/31/24 balance, adjust voided .................
Total receipts .ccceereeecerreeicieeccrreeccreeeeeeene,

$ 4,930.37
$ 4,962.35
$35,181.64

Total disbursements.........cccoeeeveveriierererenenee. $29,529.23

Cash balance as of 8/31/2024.....................

Pam Nielsen
Marv Bestul, Claire Olstad,
Claire lone Shepherd

READER NEEDED
Dennie Darr,
Gordy & Bonnie Elliot

Carol Jeffers
Ben & Alicia Anderson,
Kerry Heiden, Wayne Meyer

READER NEEDED
Seth Cichoski,
Brendon Honken, Dale Evavold

$10,614.76

9:15 A.M. WORSHIP PASTOR Steven Chellew

ORGANIST Shary Evavold,

Kyle Britson Portia Lee, Robyn Steffens

Louie Boehmke, John Campe,
FAMILY EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Brittany Agrimson

YOUTH & CHOIR MINISTRY
DIRECTOR Kristin Burdey

Donnie Kjos, Erick Stocker

Kellen Drinkall
Andrea and David Brand,

Jim Bernier, Tom Kopperud

ALTAR GUILD Shari Michel,
Cashtyn Eide Linda Paulson
Mike Messenger, John Petersen,

) PROJECTIONISTS Lisa Chellew,
Harlan Richards, Chad Steffens

Sandy Rasmussen, Becky Stocker

Isaac Feine
Milford Paulson, Lowell Rasmussen

VIDEOGRAPHERS David and
Andrea Brand, arb Johnson,
Donny Kjos, Jeremy Tesch
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1 2 3 4 5
9a Men’s Helping 10a Bible Study Office Closed 4:45p Cod
Hands w/Pastor Fish Dinner
1:30p RLCW Meeting
5p Choir Practice
5p First Communion
Class
6p Confirmation Class
6p GriefShare
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8a & 9:15a Worship w/ 4:30p Worship 9a Bake Sale 9a Ladies Mission Work | Youth Group Office Closed
Communion, Coffee & Committee Baking 9a Men’s Helping Dorothy Day
Fellowship to Follow in 5:30p Coffee House Hands House Advance
Basement Worship 5p Choir Practice Sign-up Required
10:15a Bible Study 5p First Communion
10:15a Sunday School Class
11:15a Praise Team 6p Confirmation Class
6p GriefShare
6p Youth Committee
13 14 15 16 17 19 19
8a & 9:15a Worship, Coffee 1p Quilting 9a Ladies Mission Work | 9:30a Ruth Circle Office Closed 6:30p Youth
& Fellowship to Follow in 5:30p Coffee House 9a Men’s Helping 1p Miriam Circle Group
Basement Worship Hands 1:30p Hannah Flashlight
9:15a Fourth Grade Small 6:30p Membership 5p Choir Practice Circle Maze at Big
Catechism Committee 5p First Communion 5p Martha Circle Springs
10:15a Bible Study Class at RLC
10:15a Sunday School 6p Family Education
11a Youth Group Chicken Q Committee
6p Youth Group 6p GriefShare
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8a & 9:15a Worship w/ 1p Pastor at 9a Ladies Mission Work Office Closed
Communion, Coffee & Bremmer Suites & 9a Men’s Helping 9a RLCW Bake
Fellowship to Follow in GSLH Hands Sale Sterling
Basement 1:30p Priscilla Circle 5p Choir Practice Drug Store
9:15a Fifth Grade First 5:30p Coffee House 6p Confirmation
Communion Worship 6p GriefShare
10:15a Bible Study 6:30p Church
10:15a Sunday School Council
11:15a Praise Team
27 28 29 30 31
8a & 9:15a Worship, Coffee 5p Youth Group 9a Ladies Mission Work
& Fellowship to Follow in ECFE Trunk or Treat 9a Men’s Helping

Basement

9:15a Sunday School Choir
10:15a Bible Study

10:15a Sunday School/
Harvest Party

11:15 Praise Team

6:30p Youth Group

5:30p Coffee House
Worship

Hands

5p Choir Practice
6p Confirmation
6p GriefShare
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