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The RLC Praise Teams 

performed on January 

18 at the 72nd Eagles 

Cancer Telethon in 

Rochester.  

In addition to 

providing their singing 

and instrumental 

talents, they 

presented a check of 

$1,000 from  

donations collected 

from the 

congregation.  

http://www.lcmc.net/


As I hammered away at this year’s 
Lenten series on the Parables of Jesus, 
one of the things I wondered about was 
“what are your favorites?” Not that it 
would have mattered, because my 
choice of the eight parables we look at 
during our Lenten Midweek Series did 
not come from a top-10 list.  Six of the 
eight came from the Gospel of Matthew, 
as that is where our focus is on Sunday 
mornings. No, my question was simply 
one of curiosity.   
 
Turns out, after a rather brief survey of websites, there 
really is no set list. The Prodigal Son and the Good 
Samaritan most often appear toward the top, which is to 
be expected, due to their familiarity. But so does the Lost 
Sheep and the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant. Rather 
than a “best of the parables list” from Jesus, what I 
surmised was that a person’s favorite parable tends to be 
a very personal thing. We all like particular parables. And 
we like them for our own particular reasons. 
 
Personally, I like the one about the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector. The one where we see two men praying at the 
temple. Both praying out loud and out in the open. The 
self-righteous Pharisee boasts of how righteous he thinks 
he is, and how thankful he is that he is not like other 
men. With a nod and a wink toward the Tax 
Collector. While the Tax Collector simply asks God for 
mercy. And of course, it is the Tax Collector who goes 

home forgiven and blessed by God, simply because of his 
humble, receiving heart. 
 
The Gospel writer Mark says: “Jesus did not speak to 
them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples 
he explained everything.”  (Mark 4:34, ESV)  And 
Matthew adds:  “All these things Jesus said to the crowds 
in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a 
parable.  This was to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter 
what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 
 
Honestly, if the point of a parable is to reveal that which 
is hidden, I think that I quite often may be missing the 
point. Yes, some parables seem really simple and 
clear. That is, until you really start to examine them 
closely. And then some seem quite complex, but again, 
are really quite simple up close. That is the nature of a 
parable. It tends to make sense to us when we are least 
expecting it. Or perhaps better yet, when we need to 
understand it the most.  
 
Lent begins on February 18, with the Imposition of Ashes 
and Holy Communion on Ash Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday evening services continue through Holy 
Week, the first week of April. Informal potlucks are held 
on Wednesday nights following Ash Wednesday, from 
February 25 to March 25, at 5:30 p.m. Easter falls in April 
again this year, on the first Sunday, April 5.   
 
On Ash Wednesday, we will begin our Lenten journey 
with my second favorite parable, The Prodigal Son, which 
could quite easily be called the Parable of the Merciful 
Father. Or for that matter, the Parable of the Arrogant 
Older Brother. Again, depending on what you, my friend, 
might need to hear the most. Lent is a time of repentance 
and renewal. Join us for “The Parables of Jesus,” our 
Lenten Midweek Series. 
 
In Christ's Loving Service, 

        Pastor Steve 
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Church Council 
meeting 
highlights 
January 19, 2026  

Below are abbreviated board minutes. 
Complete board minutes are available by 
contacting the church office.  

 

• The December minutes were 
approved 

• A detailed financial report for 
the month of December was 
approved as presented. 

• Overview of the pastoral acts 
completed for December: 3 
hospital visits, 20 
homebound visits, 2 baptisms 
(Cora Lynn Ziolkowski and 
Layah Ray Majerus) and 1 
funeral (John Hoegh).  

• Received an update from the 
nominating committee 

• Reviewed the annual meeting 
agenda. The annual meeting 
will be held on February 8 at 
11 a.m. 

• An update and timeline for 
the necessary boiler 
replacement was provided. 

• Available committee reports 
were provided for review.  

• Acknowledgment and thanks 
were given to Amy Luhmann 
and Jim Bernier for their 
dedicated service during their 
six-year church council term.   

 
The next meeting will be held on 
February 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
 







 8 A.M. WORSHIP 9:15 A.M. WORSHIP 

PASTOR  Steven Chellew   
 

 

ORGANIST  Shary Evavold,   
Portia Lee, Robyn Steffens  
 

FAMILY EDUCATION DIRECTOR                         
Brittany Agrimson  

 

YOUTH & CHOIR MINISTRY 
DIRECTOR Kristin Burdey 
 

ALTAR GUILD Joan Kinneberg, 
Jodi Skalet 
 
 

 

PROJECTIONISTS  David and 
Andrea Brand, Lisa Chellew, 
Donny Kjos, Sandy Rasmussen, 
Becky Stocker 

 

VIDEOGRAPHERS  David and 
Andrea Brand, Barb Johnson, 
Jeremy Tesch, June Vitse 

FEBRUARY 1 
COMMUNION 

Readers:  
Ushers: 

Shari Michel 
Marv Bestul, Claire Olstad, 
Claire Shepard 

Natalie Lindmeier 
Donny Kjos, Eric Stocker 

FEBRUARY 8 

Readers: 
Ushers:   

Carol Jeffers                                        
Dennie Darr, Gordy & Bonnie 
Elliott 

Johanna Oian 
Jim Bernier, Tom Kopperud,                     

David and Andrea Brand                                            

FEBRUARY 15 
COMMUNION 

Readers:   
Ushers: 

Mark Reisetter 
Kerry Heiden, Wayne Meyer 

Ryder Messenger 
Mike Messenger, Chad Steffens 

FEBRUARY 18 
ASH WEDNESDAY, 7 PM        
IMPOSITION OF ASHES & 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Reader:   READER NEEDED 

FEBRUARY 22 
Readers:  

Ushers: 
Pam Nielsen                                       
Seth Cichoski, Dale Evavold, 
Brendon Honken 

Haylee Eddy 
Milford Paulson, Lowell Rasmussen 

FEBRUARY 25 
LENT, 7 PM 

Reader:   READER NEEDED 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP LEADERS 

DECEMBER CASH SUMMARY  

CHURCH 
COUNCIL  
PRESIDENT                                                                      
Jessica Heiden, 507-951-1643 
jess.heiden@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT                                                            
Robin Honken, 507-429-0056 
honkenrobin@gmail.com                                
Human Resources Committee 

SECRETARY                                                         
Heather Larson, 507-450-0334 
heatherklarson@gmail.com                     
Scholarship Committee 

TREASURER                                                            
Cory Feine, 459-4628 
coryfeine@gmail.com 

Ben Anderson, 715-338-1100                            
benjamin.anderson.2.ba@gmail.com               
Youth Committee 

Jim Bernier, 507-261-4991 
jrbernier@hotmail.com                             
Endowment Committee 

Adam Brennan, 507-459-0688                             
ajbno7@gmail.com                                            
Education Committee 

Amy Luhmann, 507-864-3121 
amyluhmann8@gmail.com                        
Membership Committee 

Scott Nielsen, 507-993-5696 
sanoutdoors@gmail.com                 
Worship Committee 

Balance brought forward 11/30/2025 ......... $  2,673.44 

Total receipts .............................................. $72,202.02 

Total disbursements .................................... $66,757.87 

Cash balance as of 12/31/2025 ................... $  8,117.59 
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FEBRUARY 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1                                                               
8a & 9:15a Worship w/
Communion, Coffee & Fellowship 
to Follow in Basement                                                         
10:15a Sunday School                        
10:15a Bible Study                                                  
11:15a Praise Team                                   

2                                         
4:30p Worship 
Committee                
5:30p Coffee 
House Worship w/
Communion      

3 4                                             
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands                                       
6p Family Education 
Committee                         
6:30p Confirmation                                                               

5                                              
10a Bible Study w/
Pastor                                 
6p Adult Choir                                                                         

6                        
Office 
Closed                                  

7                

8   SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  
DONATIONS & ANNUAL 
MEETING                                                             
8a & 9:15a Worship, Coffee & 
Fellowship to Follow in Basement                                                   
10:15a Sunday School                        
10:15a Bible Study                                                  
11a RLC Annual Meeting                       
11:15a Praise Team                                      
6p Youth Group                                             

9                                    
1p Quilting                          
5:30p  Coffee 
House Worship                       

                                

10                          11                                       
9a Ladies Mission Work            
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands                                 
6p Youth Committee              
6:30p Confirmation                                      

12                                  
6p Adult Choir                                                                            

13                  
Office 
Closed                             

14                             

15                                                            
8a & 9:15a Worship w/
Communion, Coffee & Fellowship 
to Follow in Basement                                               
10:15a Sunday School                        
10:15a Bible Study                                       
11:15a Praise Team                                                                                                     

16                                    
1p Pastor at 
Bremmer Suites & 
Good Shepherd           
1:30p Priscilla 
Circle                           
5:30p Coffee 
House Worship w/
Communion               
6:30p Church 
Council                                            

17                               18 ASH WEDNESDAY                                          
9a Ladies Mission Work            
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands                                        
6p NO Confirmation                             
7p Ash Wednesday 
Worship, Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy 
Communion  

19                                    
9:30a Ruth Circle              
1p Miriam Circle               
1:30p Hannah 
Circle                              
6p Adult Choir                                                                                       

20                   
Office 
Closed                             

21                          

22  PANCAKE BREAKFAST                                                        
8a & 9:15a Worship, Coffee & 
Fellowship to Follow in Basement                                                   
8:30a Pancake Breakfast                       
10:15a Sunday School                        
10:15a Bible Study                                                  
11:15a Praise Team                                      
6p Youth Group                                             

23                                   
5:30p  Coffee 
House Worship                                       

24                               25                                       
9a Ladies Mission Work            
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands                                          
5:30p Lenten Potluck          
6p Confirmation                  
7p Lenten Service                                    

26                                     
6p Adult Choir                
7p Adult Praise 
Team                                                                           

27                                 
Office 
Closed                   

28                             
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